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Timeline and process:

· The rules and guidelines have not been developed yet.  

· Ken Feinberg, the fund administrator, has said he will be holding public hearings during the first 2 weeks of May to develop criteria.  Any of you who are interested in giving feedback or keeping up with this firsthand should feel free to attend.  Watch the website for announcements with details.  

· On May 15, claim forms will be made available via this website, and claims will be due by June 15.  

· All funds will be distributed by June 30.

· This is likely to be delivered in a one-time sum.  Claim forms will not likely be for individuals to submit their actual expenses, but more of a way for them to submit some information about themselves and their situation.  Because of this, patients will need to be careful with their “settlements” – if they are going to need lifetime support, this will be $$ to help them long term.  Those of you who are talking with patients may want to counsel them accordingly – not to spend it all in one place.

What should victims do now?

· You should encourage patients and their families to register in advance on the website.  It’s not required, but recommended.
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