MGH Social Services

SOCIAL WORK MONTH 

Excellence in Action

Pamela Nunes received an Excellence in Action Award from Dr. Peter Slavin on Monday March 28th for her work at La Quinta Inn.  The family wrote "LaQuinta Inn is of utmost importance in giving us a more affordable place to stay. Not only is Pamela efficient, but also caring and considerate, making our time spent there as comfortable and stress-free as possible.  MGH's philosophy of taking care of families as well as the patients is invaluable."  In addition to the award Pamela received an MGH fleece, movie tickets and a picture taken by the photography department.  Congratulations Pamela on this very special award .  Thank you for your care of our patients and families at LaQuinta.  

Congratulations to Elyse Levin Russman who was appointed to the Association of Pediatric Oncology Social Work Board of Directors as the Quality of Life Chairperson.  The Board President wrote "Your gifts of Leadership and advanced practice skill have been recognized for sometime.  We appreciate your willingness to take on the Quality of Life Chairperson role."  Best wishes to you Elyse as you take on this important role and represent the profession and MGH.  This is a wonderful recognition of your leadership and clinical excellence.

Congratulations to Clorinda Cottrell who passed her LICSW exam.  This is an important professional achievement!

Dorn McMahon MSW/LICSW

Please join me in welcoming Dorn McMahon who is joining the Palliative Care Team as the second palliative care social worker.  Dorn is a 2007 graduate of the University of Southern Maine and has been working at the Central Maine Medical Center as an outpatient oncology social worker.  He has also worked at the Frannie Peabody Center and Aids Lodging House in Portland, Maine.  Welcome Dorn.

Acute Care Documentation:
The next phase of the Acute Care Documentation project will be in Pediatrics.  Abby MacDonald will be chairing  the group  and  Clorinda Cottrell and Amy Krasner will be representing pediatrics.  Thank you all for taking on the next phase of this important project.

Social Work Month 2011:

Dear Colleagues:

What an incredible time we have had celebrating Social Work Month 2011 in this very special Bicentennial Year at MGH.  We started the month with a fun, celebratory brunch so beautifully organized and carried out by our Events Committee members. Thank you. It was a special time to relax and talk with our colleagues here and in the Health Centers.  

A special thank you to Susan Morrissey for our Bicentennial Social Work fleece jackets which we wear proudly and for chairing our Social Work Month Committee 2011.  All the committee members and volunteers worked tirelessly to staff our display tables, arrange posters, take pictures and prepare articles for CARING and the HOTLINE. You have our sincere appreciation for showcasing us to the institution.

 Also, a special thanks goes out to our support staff who continually work behind the scenes to support us in all our endeavors.  

The theme of Social Work Month 2011 is Social Workers Change Futures and that message was so aptly demonstrated in our Grand Rounds Series in which our staff presented on a range of topics: Mindfulness in the Health Care Setting, Living with Uncertainty, Attachment Therapy,  Preparing Patients and Families for End of Life and A Cultural Formulation Model.  Hearing the stories of our patients and families and the interventions by social workers gave us an opportunity to reflect on clinical practice in different areas of the Department.  The clinical wisdom, expertise and dedication that were demonstrated were awe inspiring.  We are fortunate to practice at MGH where we have so many talented colleagues.  Thank you to the Grand Rounds Committee for this special series of Grand Rounds.

Social Work Month is a time during the year when we take the opportunity to celebrate ourselves and our work, but it is the work that each person in this department does every day that we truly celebrate.   Thank you.

