MGH Social Services

Addendum to August Announcements:  No staff meeting in August.  See you September 23, 2010
Announcements:

Reminder:  Your social work license expires October 1, 2010.  Please send a copy of your new license to Phyllis Robertson as soon as you receive it.  

Congratulations to Stephanie Kierstead, MSW/LICSW and Caitlin Leonard MSW/LICSW who just passed thier LICSW exam.  

Thank you to  Dr. Carol Wool,  Department of Psychiatry, who has worked with our outpatient mental health team for many years reviewing and signing treatment plan protocols as a requirement for Medicare patients.  Dr. Wool will be replaced by Dr. Anne Emmerich in September.  Thank you Dr. Wool for your many years of service to the Department.

Our Student Interns arrive on September 13th.  Please welcome them to the Department.  We will be sending out further information about interns and their assignments in September.

It is with sadness that I announce that Grace K. Nicholls, MSW died peacefully on August 24th after a brief illness.  She was 93.  Grace Nicholls was the Associate Director of the Social Service Department from 1965-1985.  Grace Nicholls was a graduate of Smith College School for Social Work and taught clinical practice at both Smith and Simmons Schools of Social Work in conjunction with her responsibilities in the Department.  Ms. Nicholls was a a highly skilled, dedicated clinician and teacher at the forefront of the profession in establishing a strong clinical presence and a solid internship program in the Department.  Under Ms. Nicholls the first clinical social workers were hired in the Bunker Hill and Chelsea Health Centers.  She was a supervisor and mentor to many staff and students and her legacy lives on in the Department, at Smith and Simmons as well as in the Social Work community.   A memorial service will be held at a later date.

The Leadership Team will be on a "mini retreat" in the Yawkey Building from 10:00 to 4:00 on Thursday, September 2nd.  We are available for emergencies by pager or by contacting Thuy-Lieu Vu.

Staff Update:

Welcome to Emily Doerr who joined the Department on Monday, August 23rd.   Emily is a 2008 graduate of Boston College School of Social Work and has been working in the Psychiatric Partial Hospital Program at Faulkner Hospital since 2008.  Emily joins Team 3 with an assignment on Blake 11, the inpatient psych unit.  Welcome Emily!  We are happy to have you in the Department as an internal transfer from one Partners Hospital to another!

Goodbye to Laura Bridges who leaves us on Friday, Sept. 3rd.  We wish you well in Oregon!   We continue to run vacancies on Burns/Plastics and on Blake 11 so if you know anyone with experience in these areas, please encourage them to apply.  We are currently interviewing candidates.

Have a Happy, Safe and Restful Labor Day Weekend.

Ann

