MGH Social Services

Announcements:
There will be no staff meeting in August. The next Staff Meeting is scheduled for September 23rd.
Staff Update:

We have two social work staff who are "Westward Bound"
Eileen  Johnson  MSW/LCSW has resigned effective August 18th. Eileen is a 2008  graduate of Boston College School of Social Work and has been in the Department since January of 2009 . Eileen is in the float position and is currently covering a vacancy on Blake 11. Eileen is relocating to Colorado. Thank you Eileen your contributions to patient care and the Department. We wish you well in your new home in Colorado.
Laura Bridges MSW/LICSW has resigned effective September 3rd. Laura is a 2005 graduate of Boston University School of Social Work and has been in the Department since August of 2007. Before coming to MGH, Laura worked in the Information and Referral Center at Boston University. Laura's current assignment is on the Burns/Plastics Unit. Laura also completed a certificate program in Trauma. WeThank you Laura for your expertise and for your contributions to patient care and the Department. Laura is relocating to Oregon. We wish you well in your new home in Oregon and your new job in an outpatient mental health center. 

We will miss you both and wish you well! 

Grand Rounds Committee: 

Join me in thanking the Grand Rounds Committee for the excellent program agenda they have put together for Grand Rounds 2010-2011 and for the speakers for Social Work Month, March 2011, all of whom are Social Workers in the Department and at our Health Centers! We look forward to a informative, exciting year of continuing education. The Grand Rounds Committee: Barbara Olson & Barb Luby (co-chairs) Maranda Ransdell, Christopher Carter, Corinne Holbrook, Laura Bridges, Amy Krasner, Anne Sunshine; Marie Elena Gioiella (coach) and Stephanie Capone (support).  

Website: 

Thank you to all the staff who contributed to the Focus Groups held by Human Resources and "Buyers", the marketing company that is assisting us with writing copy to update our website. They were very appreciative of your input and the valuable information you provided them about social workers, your role in clinical care at MGH and the Department. We are well on our way! We will keep you posted.

Child Protection Team:

We have been asked by Dr. Marcy Mian to make an announcement about changes in the Child Protection Team

Dr. Marcy Mian has resigned her position effective as of the end of December 2010. There have been changes made to the current structure of the Child Protection Team.    Effective immediately, Dr. Marcy Mian and Dr. Pat O'Malley will co-direct the Child Protection Team. Susan Lipton and Debra Drumm will both be Clinical Social Worker CPT consultants and will report directly to Drs. Mian and O'Malley. You should continue to consult with them around child protection issues. In my meeting with Dr. Mian, she let me know that she has enjoyed working with the social work staff and the Leadership Team during her time here. If you have any questions, please contact your Clinical Director or me directly. 

House Bill 4681: An Act Improving Emergency Access to Mental Health Services:

The Massachusetts Legislature has passed a bill effective November 3rd that authorizes Clinical Social Workers with LICSW licensure to issue a "Section 12" (pink paper). Currently, the law authorizes examination, transport to an ED, and emergency hospitalization of persons in imminent danger of causing harm to themselves or someone else, only to physicians, psychologists, psychiatric nurse mental health clinical specialists and police officers. This Bill adds LICSW's as qualified mental health professionals who can issue a "Section 12". As you know, Lourdes Barros, Barb Luby, Amy Krasner and Evelyn Lauture have been working with APS, Legal and Security on a Suicide/Homicide outpatient policy. This group will be gathering more information on the changes in the law and will be meeting to amend our policy. We will keep you posted as we have further information.

Massachusetts NASW has been lobbying very hard for this change that places social workers in the same position as our other mental health colleagues. Please join me in thanking Massachusetts NASW for their advocacy for Social Workers in all practice settings. This is a move forward for the profession.

Fact Sheet 
 Please enjoy the remainder of August and hope you have some fun and relaxation!! 

