To:
Massachusetts shelter programs


Other organizations serving homeless families

Re:
Access to Child Care for Homeless Families
Date: 
March 24, 2010

On behalf of early education and care providers serving homeless children through contracts for specialized services with the Department of Early Education and Care (EEC), we are contacting you to inform you that we currently have available child care slots for homeless families.  We would also like to inform you of additional opportunities for the families you serve to enroll in high-quality early education and care for infants, toddlers and preschoolers.
Steps You Can Take to Help Homeless Families Access Child Care Services:

· Find a provider listed on Attachment A that is located in your geographic area, and contact them directly.  
· If none of the providers listed on Attachment A serve families in your area, or if the provider(s) in your area listed on Attachment A does not have any available child care slots when you contact them, consider additional opportunities for homeless families to enroll their children in early education and care – please refer to Attachment B.
· If a family cannot be enrolled in child care right away, register the family on EEC’s centralized waitlist, or assist the family in registering, by contacting one of the EEC regional offices listed on Attachment C.  

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to serving families experiencing homelessness.

Attachment A

Providers with Existing Contracts for specialized early education and care services for homeless children and families
Note: Additional providers will be awarded contracts as part of EEC’s FY11 priority populations procurement.

	Provider
	Service area for centers with contracted slots for homeless children 
	Contact info
	Additional Info

	ABCD/South End Head Start
	Boston
	Megan Johnson, Social Service/Mental Health Supervisor 

(617) 426-2855 Ext.  703
	Families must be living in a shelter, scattered site shelter, or an apartment provided by a homeless shelter provider

	College Bound Dorchester
	Dorchester
	Brenda Hale 

(617) 506-5934

bhale@collegebounddorchester.org
or 

Susan Mac Donald (secondary)

(617) 506-5945

smacdonald@colldgebounddorchester.org
	Ages 2.9 – 5 y.o. in the Early Education programs 

Ages 5 – 13 in the Out of School Time Programs

	Communities United, Inc. Creative Start Centers
	Newton, Waltham, Watertown, Woburn
	Admissions Office

(617) 581-6780, x24
	

	The Dimock Center
	Dorchester, Hyde Park, Jamaica Plain, Mattapan Roxbury
	La-Motte Hyman
(617) 442-8800, x1340

lhyman@dimock.org
	3, 4 and 5 year-olds

	Guild of St. Agnes 
	Central Mass.
	(508) 755-2238
	


	Horizons for Homeless Children
	Boston, Dorchester, Jamaica Plain, Mattapan, Roxbury
	Contact the HHC Family Advocate assigned to your shelter program
	Family must be living in a shelter that refers to HHC

	Salvation Army/Our Place Center for Homeless Children 
	Cambridge, Somerville, Arlington and surrounding towns
	Darlene Kopesky or Kelly Hall
(617) 547-3400
	Must be living in a shelter or in a transitional living situation (in a motel, doubled up with friends, relatives, etc.).  If unsure whether a family qualifies, please call.

	SMOC Child Care Head Start
	Framingham, Marlboro
	Ann Marie Cummings (508) 481-6985 annc@smoc.org
	

	Tri-Cap
	Everett, Malden, Medford, Melrose Stoneham, Wakefield
	(781) 397-8071
	


Attachment B

Contracted Slots for Homeless Children
The Mass. Dept. of Early Education and Care (EEC) recently increased the number of contracted slots for specialized early education and care services for homeless children and families.  There are now 255 such contracted slots state-wide, which represents a tripling of the original 85 slots.  EEC is also planning to procure additional contracted slots for specialized early education and care services for homeless children and families next fiscal year (beginning July 1, 2010).  EEC anticipates expanding the number of contracted slots for homeless children from 255 to 600.  As a result of that procurement, additional early education and care providers located throughout Massachusetts (i.e., certain providers not listed on Attachment A) will have contracted slots available for homeless children as of July 1, 2010.

Other Opportunities to Help Homeless Families Enroll in Child Care:

· All families who receive TAFDC cash benefits (“welfare”) and who are also working at least 20 hrs./wk. or are in another ESP activity qualify for a childcare voucher authorized by DTA.*  Former TAFDC recipients who are working continue to qualify for a childcare voucher issued by DTA, for a period of two years after their TAFDC cash benefits end.  If you are serving families in need of early education and care who meet these criteria, contact your local DTA office.

· All homeless families (including families living in shelters, motels, hotels, transitional shelters, doubled-up situations, substandard housing, trailer parks, campgrounds, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, or similar places) have priority access to Head Start and Early Head Start services.  To find a Head Start/Early Head Start provider in your community, visit www.massheadstart.org, and use the provider finder at the bottom of the web page.  Note: most Head Start offer part-day programs only, and not all Head Start and Early Head Start providers offer transportation.  In addition, an open slot may not be immediately available.

· Teen parents under the age of 18 who are in school, or who have a high school diploma or equivalency and are participating at least 20 hrs./wk. in another ESP activity, and who would be eligible for TAFDC if their own parents’ income were not counted, are eligible for a child care voucher authorized by DTA.  
· Families who are already registered on EEC’s centralized waiting list may also be able to access a childcare voucher or a non-specialized contracted slot, depending on their position on the waitlist.  Contact one of the EEC offices listed on Attachment B for further information.
Attachment C
Department of Early Education and Care

Regional Offices

Metro Boston

1250 Hancock Street, Suite 120-S

Quincy, MA 02169

Phone: (617) 472-2881

Fax: (617) 472-2722

Northeast

360 Merrimack Street, Building 9, Third Floor Lawrence, MA 01843

Phone: (978) 681-9684

Fax: (978) 689-7618

Southeast and Cape

1 Washington Street, Suite 20

Taunton, MA 02780

Phone: (508) 828-5025

Fax: (508) 828-5235
Central Mass.
10 Austin Street,

Worcester, MA 01609

Phone: (508) 798-5180

Fax: (508) 798-5181

Western Mass.
95 Liberty Street, Suite 1124

Springfield, MA 01103

Phone: (413) 788-8401

Fax: (413) 784-1227

* Teen parents who do not have a high school or high school equivalency diploma must be in a high school or GED program in order to qualify for a childcare voucher authorized by DTA.





